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The Trade from Jamaica to New Spain difhonourable and unfair. 


It is contrary to our folemn Treaties. 


The Ninth Article of the Treaty of 1670 quoted. 


The Jamaica Men cannot lawfully Trade without a Licenfe from the King of Spain. 


Why dothey not produce fuch a Licenfe ? 


The Fourteenth Article of the fame Treaty quoted. 


Exprefly.agreed, that no Reprizals {hall be ufed till Fuftice is denyed or delayed. 


Have they demanded Fuftice of the Spaniatds? 
They are afraid to do it. 


The weak Pretences made to excufe their Condutt. 


All thefe things prove the whole Argument is for Party, not for Trade. 


Thus they have atted from the beginning. 
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H E Mercator having fpoken of the 
Clandeftine Trade which is carried 
on by our People of Jamaica with 
the Spaniards in America at this 
time, and many Years before the late War with 


Spain, and having mentioned it as a difhonour-_ 


able unfair Pyratical Trade, contrary to the 
folemn Treaties between the Nations of Eng- 


land and Spain, it feems neceflary to exhibit. 


the Foundation upon which this is advanced, 


which is to be found in the Treaty of A@adrid, 


dated the 18th of July, 1670. Old Style. 

_.The late ColleGor of Treaties of Peace and 
Commerce, in a Book newly publifhed, has this 
Obfervation, which he makes to ferve as an 
Introduction to the following Treaty with 
Spain; His Words are thefe: =". 

‘ Notwithftanding there had never fince the 
Reftoration been any War between England 
and Spain, yet many defperate Pyrates CON- 
NIVED at (mark, thofe Words) by the Go- 
vernours of the Englifh Dominions in Ame- 
rica, were continually Robbing, Plundering 
and Deftroying the Spaniards in thofe Parts 
with the utmoft Savage Inhumanity, pretend- 
ing, that the Peace with Spain did not extend 
to the Weft-Indies ; a Notion fo frivolous, 
that it is not worthy otherwife to be taken 
Notice of, than with Indignation. But what 
cannot the vileft Mifcreants alledge to juftif 
the blackeft of Villanies? However, thefe 
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* Practices brought on the Treaty between - 


A 


‘ England and Spain, Gc. for fettling Peace 
¢ in America: Thus far this Author, much to 
the Credit of our Jamaica Gentlemen. Ino the 
Treaty ate Two Articles to our prefent pur 
pofe. 


1. That. by this Treaty a former Treaty; 


wherein the fame is Stated and Agreed, being , 


miade in A4ay 1667, is confirmed. 


2, The Ninth Apticle exprefly ftipulates 
thus; The Subjects on each fide fhall forbear Trae 
ding or Sailing to any Places whatfoever under the 
Dominion of the other (i.e. in America) without 
Licenfe. 


Now ifthe Jamaica Men, who Complain of 
the Spaniards taking their Sloop bv.a Stratagem, 
can produce a Licenfe from the King of Spaia 
for that Trade, or for that Veflel to Trade as 
fhe did then, Her Majefty may lawfully re- 
claim the Ship and Goods from the Spaniards, 
and, upon refufal, may grant Her Subje&s of 
Jamaica Reprizals upon the Spaniards 3 but if 
no fuch Licenfe has been obtained, then the 
Jamaica Men are a Crew of Peace-breakers, 
Thieves and Pyratical Traders (for theré are 
Pyracies in Trade) and deferve the Gallows 
rather than to have Reprizals againft the Spa- 
niards; and, ina word, Britain is engaged in 
Honour, to pe a ftop to fuch an udfalr difho- 
nourable Pratice for the future. 


But 
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But beiides all.that fias Geen faid in this 


aweeate from Reafon,and the Nature of the Trade; 
tera Mercator defires all Men to obferve the pro- 
aeeeround Ignorance, as well as harden’d Affurance 
Nos Of thefe People, who publifh fuch things to the 


World 3 In which Obfervation they fhall be af- 
fitted, if they pleafe, to compare the Jamaica 
Letter, if it be not a Forgery quoted from the 
Flying-Poft, as aforefaid, with the Treaty of 
Peace for America between England and the 
King of Spain, quoted alfo above. 

The Letter has thefe Words; Thus you fee 
what alow Ebb we are like to be brought tv,*1f Her 
Majefty is not pleafed fpeedily to grant us Repri- 
zals, or allow us to ufé Keprizals, for it is 
all one. 

Now againft this ridiculous as well as knavifh 
Requeft, the Reader is defired to place the 
Fourteenth Article of the aforefaid Treaty, as 
follows; * Particular Offences againft this 
¢ Treaty fhall be repaired in the ordinary way 
¢ of Juftice, and NO REPRIZALS made, un- 
“ jefs that Juftice be denied or unreafonably 
© retarded. 

If then thefe People of Jamaica have received 
any Injuftice, let them feek Redrefs in the or- 
dinary way of Juftice ;, this they ought to do, 
and to doit firft; and, by the exprefs Letter 
of the Treaty, the Offence, if any is, pro- 
mifed to be repaired; but. NO REPRIZALS 
fhail be made, that is exprefly Agreed and Con- 
ditioned on both Sides, unlefs Reparation in 
the ordinary way of Juftice be denyed, or un- 
reafonably delayed. Now let thefe Complain- 
ers tell us, whether they have fought Repa- 
ration in the ordinary way of Juftice; and if 
not, with what Face-cau-they ask the Queen to 
grant them Reprizals ? This fhews thefe Peo- 
ple,;1. Grofly Ignorant. 2. Eminently ‘Ta- 
muituous, that defire the Liberty of falling 
upon the 8 yaniards, a Nation at Peace with 
us, and piving us no Offence, and all this for 


the Spaniards doing themfelves Juftice againft- 
Thieves,.and Peace-breakers. 


‘And thisConfirms all that the Aércator has 
faid; of thefe Men talking for a Patty without 
refpeét to Truth of Fa&t, or the Réafon and Ju- 
ftice of what they had ;. for had they Confulted 
either of thefe, they woti!d/not have publifhed 


a thing fo palpably inconfiltent with Juftice: 


and Reafon as this, of ufing Reprizals upon 
thé Spaniards for taking a Jamaica private Tra» 
det, whois one that the Spaniards ought not 
to let efcape, and we ought not to fuffer 


to 0. ‘ 

There is bat one Pretence that we have any 
where mec with for this Jamaica Trade, (viz.) 
That the Princes who make Treaties are indeed 


bouhd by them, and ought not to break them, 


but the People are not equaliy obliged. Tiiis 
is a piece of Machiavilian quibble, but is an- 
fwered thus, That as the Prince ftipulates in 
behalf of his Subje&s, fo he is anfwerable for 
his Subjects in the Performance, and ought to 
be in a Condition to oblige his Subje&s ta keep 
and obferve, in the ftriGeft manner, fuch Trea- 
ties as they make. 

How far Peace-breakers may be Punifhed 
by our Laws, might be farther enquired iato, 
but that in this Cafe, the Punifhment lies ra- 
ther upon the Spaniards to infli@t, than upon 
us, becaufe the Offence is not capable of Proof 
till it be Committed, and therefore the Spa- 
niards may take them and Punifh them as they 
pleafe, and the Britifh Nation will, and ought 
to acquiefce in fuch Panifhment. : 

To conclude ; It is apparent thefe pround- 
lefs Clamours are publifhed only to amufe the 
People, to keep them uneafie, furnifh them 
with fomething, whether juft or not, to be 
ever Complaining, and to make them believe 
they have fome Hardthip, where indeed they 
are the Aggreflors, and the Spaniards have the 
Injury. 

This is what the Afercator laid to their 
Charge from the beginning, and this has been 
their Practice all along, not regarding the 
real Advantage or Good of their Country, but 
the carrying o1 a Party-Caufe againft the 
Publick 5 And it having been for their Intereft 
of that Party-Caufe to fall upon every Step 
which the Miniftry have taken, whether Good 


.or Evil, this has been one of the Difafters of 


it, (viz-) That Trade has fallen to be one of 
their Points ; in which they have aéted as di- 


‘rectly contrary to the true Intereft of their 


Country as. ever Men did, that had a defiga 
to Ruine and Deftroyit; and let this of the 
Jamaica Trade ftand as a precedent to judge of 
all the reft by. 

We have fince this, frequent Attempts made 
toinfinuate, that at the fame time that our 
Ships are ftopp’d thus in Jamaica, as aforefaid, 
the Spaniards connivelat the French Ships going 
openly to the Spanifh Colonies in America to 
Trade with them: This alfo fhall bé examined 
by the Mercator. 
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Errata in the laft Mercator. 


Col. 1. Line Jaft but four, dele ro at the end. 


Col. 3. 1.48. dele by. line 52. r. that was then, 
and the Emperor. Col. 4. lin. 23, 24. r. fame: 


Regis wn general, Cviz.) 1.33. r. Poffeffion ; 
and. 
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